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EVERAL years ago, I began to doubt whether the doc- Jof 
1 trine of 8 Sin was rightly underſtood; and F 
Y | whether the definitions of it, which 1 had ſeen, were ar 
calculated to promote the principle and practice of piety. v 
Nor could I define, it to my own ſatisfaction. But about ſevenſſth 
years ſince, I was relieved by what I ſhall call revelation. th 
From which time 1 have not conſidered actual, as the effea Sth 
of Original Sin; but rather as the fruit of a wrong uſe of aT 
right ſtate of mind, reſtored to all men by the merit and ſpi-F 
rit of Chriſt. And, agreeably to this, about twelve months B. 
ago, in a printed piece, I thus defined the doctrine, and aſ- re: 
ſigned ſonie pealanys to ſupport it This had the fate off co 
moſt other things; it found both friends and foes. It like- ve 
wiſe produced ſome converſations betwixt myſelf, and the ne 
Rev. Mr. and others; the ſubſtance of which is as co 
Follows; And _ 1 | 
_ - Inaſmueh-as Thad aſſerted, in the piece beſore- mentioned, ht: 
that man's original body conſiſted of the ſame fort of matter it 
bodies do now ; Mr. — ſaid, ** I ſtumbled at the threſn- A. 
- - hold; and that, he ſuppoſed, was the cauſe of my after-er-} 4 
rors; adding. Man's. body, in the beginning, was not aff th: 
bady of fleſh and blood.“ To which I replied by obſerving ] or 
* that it certainly was, inaſmuch as it was ſupported by food, Le 
Adam being commanded to eat. This carried ſo much con- in 
a viction as to make him confeſs, That Adam did eat.“ du 
ut, notwirhſtancking; he immegiately denied, “ That ho b) 
evacuated.” And to ſhew the abſurdity of ſuppoſing that he Ye! 
did, he aſked me Whether I believed Paradiſe was be of 
ſtrewed with Adam's e-——t5?” I told him, if he did the th: 
one he muſt do the other; the ſecond being a neceſſary con- or 
* ſequence of the firſt. But he would not allow it. | 


* L Another argument uſed by Mr. to prove that Adam' ar. 
' 8 body did not conſiſt of fleſh and blood was, That if he be 
3 had nor ftnned, e would have died but, on the con an 
trary, every thing would have been in an improving way! I. 

as 


- that plants would have become animals; animals men; and 
men angels. To which 1 oppoſed his: That if plants werg to 

deligned to be the food of arimals, (which they certainly} thi 
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of children; concerning. whom I obſerved, that, agtseable 
to St. Paul's doctrine, as they are all made righteaus, t 
Fare, in conſequence, qualified for heaven. In anſwer to 
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ere) then, as thereby their parts would have Ten. INES _ 


and their ſtructure deſtroyed they mult, have died. Vet he 


ould not grant it. b 5 „ 23 £1 7 . N 18 * (246 Sr 
We then entered upon. the principal point, viz. the ſlate... 
TY 


Nec, 


hich he ſaid, They all receive a ſeed of grace; and that 
hey who die in their infancy paſs through a ſtate of trial in 


the other world, and are purified from original corruption 


there.“ I then aſked him how that differed from purgatory? 
To which he made no reply. . . _. + „ 

On theſe grounds Mr. condemned my doctrine. 
But as I judged they had no foundation either in ſeripture or 


reaſon, I conſequently conſidered it as unjuſt; and therefore. . 
complained of the procedure. This produced a ſecond con- 
verſation, But Mr. 
never conſi red the matter of Adam's body as having any... 
concern with the moral ſtate of his offspring's mind, yet my... 
X oppoſers would go upon that ground, and affirmed, that 
his body was neither 


was abſent. And although. 1 


earthly nor mortal.“ I maintained that 


it was both, and produced the following paſſages to prove it: 
And God formed man of the duſt of the ground. And be aid, 


duft thou art, and to duſt thou ſhalt return. Now the firlt of 
theſe informs us of the matter of Which he was made, duſt, 
or red earth, or a compoſition of the elements. - But did the 
Lord change the properties of the elements by caſting” them 
into a human form? Or rather was not this compoſition re- 
ducible, in a natural way, to its originals? This is anſwered. 
by the ſecond paſſage, Duff thou art, ang to duſt than ſhait - 
return. But my opponents were ſo prepoſſeſſed of the notan 
of Adam's body being ſomething ſuperior to fleſh and blood, 5 
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that they would not allow ** duſt thou art?” belonged to Mis 
| ! ſtate. | | | 5 
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he next particular proceeded upon was the condition AM 


are brought into by the new covenant ;. which I affirmed o 
be ſuch as rendered children capable of 10 e p-2 "ne 


and, conſequently, qualified them for the ſervice 


91 


7 ; . a+ \, he . 1 Y 3 in 
To confirm which, I cited St. Paul's parallel, which ſeribes 


as much of ſalvation ta the ſecond, as it does of deſtruction ho 
to the firſt, Adam, in reſpect of "mankind. But, to ſuppoſe 
they remain either guilty, or unholy, or without hope of a 
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141 
glorious reſurrection after Chriſt became their mediator, is 
to ſuppoſe them to be in the ſame condition as if he had not 
ſo become; which contradicts St. Paul's account of all being 
made righteous. In anſwer to this, it was ſaid, Facts are 
againſt it; we do not find theſe things in children.” But, 
as the words are as clear in the one caſe as BT are in the 
e 


other, is it not a boldneſs unbecoming any believer of the 
bible to ſay, they have not that ſenſe, which, according to 
the common rules of conſtruction, they muſt have ?—As for 
facts, by what criterion ſhall we judge of them? Children's 
ignorance of ſpiritual things, 1 preſume, affords no proof of 
a depraved principle; for are they not equally ignorant of 
temporal gangs | And yet, notwithſtanding, they 1 * ſenſes 
to diſcern, and reaſon (the faculty) to judge of them. If ig- 


norance then in earthly things is no evidence of the want of 


natural powers to comprehend them, neither is it in ſpiritual 
things Kat they have not a divine diſpoſition. And, by the 
ſame rule, the caſe of thoſe who have attained to the uſe of 
reaſon may be determined; for if their ſenſes and reaſon 
were never exetciſed upon outward objects, they would ne- 


ver know them. In like manner, if religious objects were 
always abſent, neither would they be under But as 
ignorance in the firſt caſe would not argue the want of abi- 


lity, neither would it in the ſecond. WT. 
And as ignorance herein argues nothing, ſo neither does 
defire improperly placed. Deſire is natural to the animal 


appetite, and to the ſpiritual ſoul. But as appetite, without 


underſtanding, may make the body eat that which is deſtruc- 


tive; ſo may ſpiritual deſire, through want of a right direc- © |! 
» £40 7 . CE y * . f ; = 
tion, fix upon improper objects. A wrong choice then of 


* 
1 


E n4y,oe more the effect of error than of evil inclination. 


want of underſtanding; for in many caſes they are not other- 


wiſe able to make known their wants, diſorders, and dangers. 


Nor, in particular, does wrong, nor the exceſs of right reient- 


ment in children, require any other reaſon to be aſſigned for 
them than the want of underſtanding; inaſmuch as they do A 


not diſcern betwixt good and evil, right and wrong. 
| I ſhall 


of a 


Neither are the paſſions of children, in. general, any proof 
of their depravity,; for paſſions are inſeparable from human 
nature in its beſt eſtate, our Lord being poſſeſſed of them. 
And they are peculiarly neceſſary for child:en, to ſupply the 
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hut the fin of his offspring alſo ;. For Ay ohe nan, dab. 


had been unneceſſary, if the bac and life of their created. 


raus reſpecting the Dora E of ORIGINAL SIN.” + þ 


* 
1 
2 


ann Wi W 100 
RIGINAL SIN is a ſubject which, I think, is much 
miſunderſtood. I will, therefore, as, a well-wiſher, to 
ankind, endeavour to rectify the miſtakes perſons 0 dif- 
rent minds concerning it ſeem to haye fallen into. This | 
ball be done, Firſt, by defining its nature; and, Secondly; . 

þ hewing that the paſſages produced ro. prove it Haig bd 
ch thing. | ORs ; I exitr Ki Nos 3 et. 305542 
p& . YG 2k YG 0 S003) TEAM | #4 3 
Original Sin then, (as an act) according to the commonly- 
ceived ſenſe, is that fin, which Adam and Eve were guilty. .. 
in eating the forbidden fruit, But as Adam 7 ths head 


17 f : J 5 = 114 1 b 4422 * J | 
d repreſentative of the human race, it as not 8 fin only, 


ce many, (% rebel, the multitudes. of men), avere made, 
fnners. | Yet this was only according. to; their capacity, Vir. 
at as Adam and Eve were perſpnal finners, 10 ceir ſeed... 
ere ſeminal ones. However, they. thereby incurred guilt: . 
or by the offence of ane, judgment came upon all men to colts... 


\. &emnation.—And that their minds were made immoral, is 


hanifeſt from the /ife of Chriſt Beihg. the light of men; a Hf 
hich. enlightens every man that cometh into the auer, Hut 
eſe properties of a divine principle, as coming, from Chriſt, 4 
gondition had continued.— Neither is any thing more certain 

an that temporal death took place as, ſoon .as they had 
Inned; inaſmuch às thereby they were deprived of the pri- 
lege of eating of the tree of life, which would have given 
hem a right to a transformation of their animal and mortal 


|, Dature, into that which is ſpiritual. and immortal, without 


aſſing through death and the reſurrection. And, that they ; 


vere ſubjected to eternal ſufferings, the nature of their ſoul,.. 

hich was immortal, evidences; for what. but its ceaſing. to 

iſt, or the forgiveneſs of their ſin, could have ſaved; them. 

Hom it? Neither of which is implied in the ſentenctde. 
Now to this I ſhall oppoſe what has been done to deliver all 

en from it. And, 135 the ground of all the good done to 
mankind, is the promiſe of the ef the woman to break the 

ſerpent's head. But this promiſe was unconditional, did not 


_ - Fequire faith in Adam's o ipring t9 free them from Original. 


Bin. Rather as they became finners in a ſeminal way, ſo 


* | they 
* 
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they became ſaints alſo: a clear confirmation of which is con- 
tained in the contrary part of St. Paul's parallel, That y 
the obedience of one ſhall many (e v, the multitudes 
of men) Be mage. righteous, Here then is a. ſalvation which 
all men are Stalker of, prior to their perſonal exiſtence; X 
nd. conſequently; without any condition performed by them- | 
r * W | | 

Hence then as their ſinful ſtate implied guilt, a depraved 
e oaks death, and ſubjeCtion to eternal ſufferings; | 
ſo their nghteous condition contained pardon, a pure mind, 

a right to the reſurrection of the body, and the happineſs of 
heaven. Theſe, it is evident, they either had in poſſeſſion or 
reverfion. In the firſt caſe, they poſſeſſed guilt and impurity, 
and were ſubject to death and damnation; and in the ſecond, | 
they had pardon and'purity, and a right to all the reſt — And 
that the one of theſe implies as much as the other, is evident 
from the ſenſe of the words, and from the nature and the ne- 
ceſſity of the things. The words contain, as before obſerved, | 
an equal ſenſe of à contrary kind, and the things are ſuch as 
none can be faved without For a removal of guilt, and a 
renewal of nature," are abſolutely and indiſpenſibly neceſſary 
as à qualification for the kingdom of God. And the time of 
their being given muſt be early, inaſmuch as many die as ſoon 
as they are born. Nor is there any intimation, in the bible, 
that this is done either at or after their birth. No mention is 
made that the Almighty, by a divine operation, ſaves dying 
children from a ſinful ſoul, in order to ſave them from ſink ing 
into hell. Rather the ſtate of children, as ſuch, ſeparate Y 
from any ſuppoſed immediate ſupernatural influence, is con- 
ſidered by Chriſt as characteriſtic of a converted man, and 
a qualification for heaven: Except ye be converted, and be- 
come as little children, ye cannot enter the kingdom of heaven. | 
I conclude then, that what was done for one was done for all; 
and that the time of its being done was when the free giſt 
came upon all men unto juſtification of life; which, it is 
highly probable, was when Chriſt commenced the mediator 


nm l ; 

I now-propoſe to confider thoſe paſſages of ſcripture. which, 
I judge, in this caſe have been ifa rd ved; ng: conſe- 
quently, impertinently applied. The firſt of which is, 
Adam begat à ſon in his own likeneſi, Gen. v. 6. This, by 
ſome, is ſuppoſed to ſignify, that finſul Adam begat a finful | 


ſon. 


has redeemed all men by price, 


[3 ++. 1 | 
ſon. Adam had now lived 130 years; but Whether he was a 
ſaint or a finner, who can fay ? But if it could be ſaid, it 


would ſignify nothing; for the condition of his ſon, in a re- 


hgious reſpect, did not depend on his own, inaſmuch as he 
was not then the repreſentative of mankind ; that office ceafing 
with him as ſoon as Chriſt commenced the ſurety of finners. 
Hence it neceſſarily follows, that what his ſon was, he was 
in conſequence of what Chriſt, the ſecond Adam and repre- 
ſentative of mankind, had done for him: And that was the 
being made righteous; for ſo St. Paul ſays, in reſpect of all 
men, as it ſignifies a ſalvation from Original Sin. | 
Beſides, is it not generally believed that Adam, prior to 
his begetting Seth, was a believer of the promiſe made in 
paradiſe? And if ſo, then he was not a ſinner, but a faint, 
And is it not alſo ſuppoſed that Seth was a ſon of God, he 
being one of thoſe who firſt began to call on the name of the 
Loki. and from whom deſcended ſuch as were ſtiled che ens 
of God? If then both the father and the ſon were good, (which 
there is much more reaſon to believe they were has that they 
were not) how could Adam be a ſinful father, and Seth a fin- 
ful fon ? Whatever then Adam begetting a ſon in his own 
likeneſs 1 it cannot, I think, for the reaſons already 
aſſigned, ſignify their finfulneſs. It may reſpect their out- 
ward form and features; or ſignify a ſameneſs in regard of 
moral goodneſs of mind, both as the effect of what Chriſt 
has done, and as the fruit of the immediate parent. Chriſt 
d ſopurified them as to 
make them righteous. And that tRig was done in Adam, in 
whom all men exiſted, and in whom they all became ſinful, 
I think ſhould not be diſputed. If then Ln dara was 
renewed in the root of it, and if no intervening. cauſe change 
its quality, holy fouls will as natural flow from: it as unholy 
ones would have done, if it had not been renewed. This 
then is one cauſe why parents may produce good children. 


A ſecond 1s, (if it has any influence in the caſe) that 


arents will more probably produce good than bad children. 
t is indeed ſaid, that parents do not produce children as good, 
but as men and women. But this is a diſtinction I do not 
underſtand ; for how is a good man a man otherwiſe than he 
is a good man? He cannot be a good and a bad man at the 
ſame time. And 1s it not more natural to ſuppoſe that he will 
produce according to his quality than contrary to it ?. Nor 
| 18 
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is, this diſproved by the right ſenſe of the following ſimili- 


tude, viz. that the ſeed of an apple-tree which was grafred 


on acrab ſtock will produce common crabs. For this, I am 
told, is not ſo in reſpect of all ſorts, ſome producing exactly 
like themſelves; nor in regard of degrees in any, none being 


ſo bad as the crab ſtock would produce. But if we allow it | 
(for argument ſake) to be fo, the caſes are not equal; for 
man, fince the fall, cannot with propriety be compared to a 


crab ſtock, inaſmuch as he was cured by Chrift, who became 


the life and light of all men. To impute then to men in 
Chriſt things only applicable to beings out of him, is pre- 
poſterous. And that none are out of him in a ſeminal ſenſe, 


15 certain, all being made righteous by him as they were 


made unrighteous by Adam. Hence it neceffarily follows, 


that if any are out of him, it is in conſequence of their own 


conduct. This illuſtration then caſts no light on the ſubject, 


and fo for any thing it ſignifies, all men, as made ſo by 


Chriſt, come into the world morally good. However, 
whether either of theſe be the ſenſe or not, (as there is abun- 


dantly more reaſon to believe that it does not ſignify a ſinful 
likeneſs than that it does) it ſerves to ſhew that a cauſe is 
weak, and wants ſupport, which is made to reſt on fo ſlen- 

der a foundation; and that if ſounds were not taken for 


ſenſe, ſuch ſcriptures would not be ſuppoſed to fignify any 
ſuch thing. But when error, or want of underſtan 


for ſubſtances to ſupport them. 


The ſecond paſſage produced to prove that a depraved 


principle is derived from Adam, is, Who can bring a clean 
thing out of an unclean? Not one. Job xiv. 4. Now that 


which ſome ſuppoſe to be the ſenſe of this, is, That Adam 


being unclean, all who deſcend from him come into the 
world in the ſame condition. I have already obſerved, that 
if St. Paul underſtood his own ſubject, the uncleanneſs de- 
rived from Adam to others is entirely taken away: That 


Chriſt, the ſecond Adam, has fo far freed all men from the 


moral effects of the fall as to fit them for heaven; for of ſuch 
as children are when born into the world, he ſays, his = 2 
dom conſiſteth. But ſome, to ſupport the contrary ſuppoſi- 


tion, ſay, that, according to St. Paul, juſtification only, 

through Chriſt, came upon all men; and that, in conſe- 

quence, their hearts continued unholy, Then I may with xs i 
| muc 


ing, has 
made men militate againſt the truth, ſhadows are ſubſtituted 
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much confidence ſay, that condemnation only, by Adam, 
came upon all men; and, therefore, © their hearts remained 


1 holy; for one of theſe contrary terms implies as much in the 


one caſe as the other does in the other. But, ſetting aſide 
; theſe inſignificant ſuppoſitions, I aſſert, that they became as 
well unholy as guilty through Adam, and were ſanctiſied as 
well as juſtified through Chriſt. And, as a confirmation af 
this, I affirm that they are never ſeparate (if both be'neceſ- 


| ſary) in their ſubjects; that all who are juſtified, in a perſonal 


ſenſe, are at the ſame time ſanCtified either in part or per- 


fectly: and if ſo, then ſurely in a ſeminal ſenſe alſo. And, 


indeed, juſtification without ſanRification is inſignificant, 'as ' 
it neither ſaves from a finful ſoul, nor qualifies to ſerve the 


" 


' 


: 


7 


Lord, nor e 1 for heaven. Seeing then that juſtification | 


and ſancti 


Whatever then be the ſenſe of this ſubject, it cannot ſignify 


cation are inſeparably connected; it infers, that 
all upon whom juſlification unto life came, were ſanctiſied alſo. 


any thing contrary to the ſenſe of St. Paul, in reſpect of the 


condition in which children are born. And if it has any ſpi- 


ritual meaning, why ſhould it not ſignify perſonal ſinners? 


The queſtion and the anſwer, in that caſe, would be much 


more proper than in the other; for, on that ſuppoſition, it 
might be ſaid, what ſinner can cleanſe his own foul ? Not 
one. And, indeed, the context ſeems to lead to a different 


ſenſe from what is commonly put upon the text; and, there- 


fore, ſhould have ſome weight in determining the ſenſe of 


C it. It runs thus: Man that is born of a woman tis of few 


number of his months are with thee, thou haſt appointed bis 
$ bounds that he cannot paſs, Now what is there here from 
Zwhich to conclude, that this uncleanneſs is ſinful, or, if it be, 
that it is the caaſequence of Original Sin? The being born 


days, and full of trouble. He cometh forth like a flower, and 
is cut down. He fleeth aljo like a ſhadow, aud continueth not. 
And doſt thou open thine eyes upon ſuch an ont, and bringe me. 
into 4 a) with thee? Who can bring a clean thing u 
an unclean'? Not one. Seeing his days are determined, the © 


of a woman is no proof of it; for, doubtleſs, if Adam had 
not ſinned, children would have been ſo born; and, I ſup- 
poſe, without ſin. A ſhort and troubleſome life, bounded, 


generally, by threeſcore years and ten, are mentioned, firſt, 
Jas matter of wonder why the Lord ſhould open his eyes upon 
© ſhould bring him into judgment 


ſuch an one, and why . R 
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with him; and, ſecondly, as a reaſon why that judgment, or 
the effects of it, ſhould ceaſe: T urn from him, he lays; that 
he may reft, and accompliſh as an hireling his day. As if he 
had ſaid, Let him alone, add not to the evils his mortal ſtate 
ſubjects him unto, by any troubles inflicted for his trial; of 
which Job himſelf had a plentiful portion. That ſomething 
like this is the ſenſe of theſe ſayings, is little leſs than cer- 
tain; but why the being born ſinful ſhould be aſſigned as the 
reaſon thereof, I ſee not: For, although Original Sin, as 
an act, might be one cauſe both of the ſhortneſs and troubles 
of life; yet how long would man have lived, and how free 
from trouble would he have been, if he had not ſinned? 
Surely not for ever in this world. The conſtitution of his 
body carried 1n it a ſufficient evidence of this. For it was 
compoied of fleſh, blood, and bones; had parts, joints, li- 
gaments, nerves, arteries, veins, &c. Now a body conſiſt- 
ing of ſo many parts, and ſo curiouſly conſtructed, was nei- 
ther calculated tor long continuance nor an entire exemption 
from trouble. For, Firſt, the matter of it was elementary; 
and, ſecondly, its manner was vegetative: It was made of 
the elements, and grew or lived by the acceſſion of outward 
things; and, conſequently, was corruptible ; for all bodies 
compoſed of contrary things, (which the elements are) and 


ſupported by what 1s extrincical tothem, have a period which 


they cannot paſs. Hence it is, that every living compoſi- 
tion comes to diſſolution, in a natural way. In man, ſuch 


is the nature of the circulating fluid, that by paſſing through * | 


the veſſels of his body, it leaves a ſediment behind, which ad- 
heres to their fides; and which, by gradually increaſing, 
contracts the paſſage, and renders them incapable of con- 
veying the blood to the ſeveral parts of the body, and that 
brings death: The whole proceis of which, no doubt, gives 
pain; it being an interryption to, and conſequently a diſor- 
der of, nature.—External things too, contribute to contract 
life, and increaſe its troubles. The being expoſed to the 
elements, and, in particular, to the different degrees of heat 
and cold, (the certain effects of day and night, ſummer and 
winter) precipitates or retards the blood in its motion, and 
increaſes or diminiſhes peripiration ; the effects of which are 
according to the degree of their different cauſes. And is it 
not abſolutely certain, that the blood circulated in the body 
in the beginning; and equally io, that they were expoſed to 

| | a continual 


by tome, ſuppoſ; 


| (ar ] 
a continual viciſſitude of ſeaſons? For, let the ſituation of 
paradiſe. be ever ſo pleaſant, yet if the earth revolved as it 


does now, there could not be ſuch a ſameneſs in the ſeaſons 


but that contrary effects would be felt. And if Adam and 


his offspring had continued in their created condition, theſe 


effects, it is highly probable, had been felt more forcibly in 
the polar regions, and ſome other parts of the earth, which 
— have been inhabited as the people increaſed Neither 
did man's body ſubſiſt of itſelf, but by the acceflion of other 
things; of which, though there was no want, yet dependence 
on any outward thing renders the continuance of life ſome- 
what uncertain.— And that bodies, in the beginning, were 
ſabje& to diſorder, is alſo probable from the abundance of 


medicine which minerals, roots, vegetables, &c. afford for 


every diſeaſe incident to human nature; which it is more 
reaſonable to __ was rather deſigned for man's created 
condition than for that, which ſome ſuppoſe, the Lord fore- 


ſaw as the effect of the fall. Foraſmuch then as diſorder and 


death were compatible with man's firſt eſtate, how can it be 
ſaid that a ſhort and troubleſome life is the ſole effect of the 
firſt offence, and of coming into the world ſinful ? Theſe ef- 
fects were increaſed 2 (and ſo are they by actual ſin 
alſo) but ſeem to have an yo origin.—And yet I do not 
ſay that man would have died if he had not ſinned ; however, 
that would not have been the effect of his nature, but prac- 


tice. If he had not eaten the forbidden fruit, his right to 


eat of the tree of life had been the happy conſequence; and 

that would have preſerved him from death, and made him an 
heir of bodily immortality. For any thing then that appears, 
this text no more proves that children are born with ſatanical 


ſouls than the former. And while our Lord compares the 


condition of a converted man to the ſtate of a child, and 
conſiders that ſtate as a qualification for heaven; I dare not 
ſo far contradict him as to ſay, it is a ſinful one. 
Ihe third paſſage. ſuppoſed to contain proof of moral de- 
pravity being derived from Adam is, That which is born of 
the fleſh, is ge # oe 111. 6. To be born of the fleſh, is, 
to be born finful, as the conſequence of 
Original Sin. As, on the contrary, to be born of the ſpi- 
rit is to be made holy. Now theſe contrary things have long 
1 py with many, for truths equally certain. But, per- 
aps, it is poſſible to find a flaw in the firſt of them. —_ 
in e 


that which is born of the fleſh or body, is 


| (1964) ] 
Lord ſaid, Except a nan be born again, be .cannut ſee the 


| kingdom of God. To which Nicodemus replied,” How can a 


man be born again when he is old? Can he enter a ſecond time 
into his mother's womb, and be born? In anſwer to which, 
our Saviour ſaid, Except a man be born of water, and of the 
ſpirit, he cannot ſee the kingdom FA God. T hat which is born 
of the fleſh, ts fleſh : and that which is born of the Jpirit," is 
ſpirit. -- Now the grand point of enquiry is, what it is to be 
born of the fleſh : which can only be determined by attending 
to the nature of the ſubject, in which, indeed, there is no 
myſtery ; for — is more obvious than that Nicodemus 
2 only of a bodily birth, which he ſuppoſed impoſſible 
r a man to have a ſecond time. And it is as evident, that 
our Lord's anſwer is agreeable thereto. - As if he had ſaid, 
What if it could be ſo, what would it agnify, ſeeing that 
ut fleſh or body ; 
and, therefore, not that ſpiritual birth which carnal minds 
require. Thus the birth of the body is oppoſed to the birth 
of the ſoul. And other oppoſition betwixt the fleſh and the 
ſpirit, in this paſſage, I judge, there is none. And, indeed, 
it is wonderful how any other ever came to be thought of. 
But when a ſyſtem wants ſupport, any thing that has the ap- 
pearance of a proud, however foreign to the purpoſe, is 
preſſed into the ſervice of it. £44 433 
However, though this paſſage affords no proof of minds 
originally depraved, yet ſome ſuppoſe that a ſinful ſoul, when 
and whereſoever it is, is a proof of it. Now ſuch do not ſee 
that free agents, who are in a ſtate of probation, however 
free from a ſinful nature, have a liberty of chooſing good or 
evil, and thereby of continuing or corrupting their good diſ- 
poſition. Thus angels and Adam, who were holy in heart, 
prior to practice, corrupted themſelves. Notwithſtanding 
then that all children are ſaved from Original Sin, and there- 
by prepared for the paradiſe of God; yet when underſtand- 
ing, agency, and accountableneſs take place, it is as eaſy 
for them, as it was for angels and Adam, to fin and corrupt 
their ſouls. And it is certain, the abuſe of free agency is the 
firſt and principal ſcriptural cauſe of all evils; for condemna- 
tion for fin always ſuppoſes they might have ſerved God, and 
not finned againſt him. It never makes any allowance for 
the evil of actual, as being the effect of Original Sin; but 


charges ſinners with being the authors of their own actions, 


g and 


033 1]. | 
d condemns them accordingly. But with what juſtice could 
> Lord do this; if a ſoul, in the image of ſatan, were the 
cauſe of their conduct? It would be as unjuſt as for a king 
condemn a man to die for not walking, when it was not 
fault that he had no feet.—l[t is indeed ſaid, that though 
ful ſouls are prior to practice, yo the grace of God appears 
prevent the commiſſion of evil, and to prepare them to do 
od; and, therefore, if fin be committed, it is their own 
It. 1 anſwer, it is not the appearing of any thing, that 
n preſently anſwer theſe purpoſes ; inaſmuch as actions are 
effect of an inward principle, and are according to the 
ture of it. If then divine grace does not only appear to, 
t alſo diſpoſſeſs the ſoul of its ſinfulneſs prior to practice, 
ſins of neceſſity. And if ſo, how can the committer be 
ndemned? And if not, then not damned : But the ſcripture 
preſents ſin as the proper. cauſe of both.—I grant, indeed, 
at utibelief is alſo conſidered as a cauſe of condemnation ; 
t then it is only of a ſecondary ſort, viz. for rejefting 
at ſalvation which fin renders neceſſary : But if fin were not 
evil and damnable thing, that ſalvation would not be ne- 
ary; and, therefore, the neglect of it not evil and dan- 
rous.— If then a right practice ſuppoſe a right principle; 
d if the Lord requĩre the firſt, it infers, that all of whom 
is required, are in poſſeſſion of the ſecond. Hence, it ne- 
arily follows, that at whatever time, and in whatever 
nner and degree, the Lord requires his creatures to ſerve 
; it ſuppoſes them capable of complying with the re- 
irement; in which, if they fail, that is their offence; and 
which they are juſtly condemned. | 
he fourth ſcripture cited to prove the original depravity 
men, is, And were by nature the children of wrath, even 
others, Eph. ii. 3. To ſhew that this ſignifies no ſuch 
ng, the ſtate of nature muſt be conſidered. . And Adam's | 
ginal nature, I preſume, is out of the queſtion. Nor, per- 
ps, does that ſtate of nature into which he fell, make any 
t.of its meaning; as none continued in that condition af- 
the new covenant commenced. This is clear from St. 
Ps parallel already mentioned: That as by the offence of 
„judgment came upon all men to condemnation; even ſo 
the righteouſneſs Kt PF the free gift came upon all men 


to juſtification of life, Theſe are s equal extent in reſpect 
Pperſons and things. If then by condemnation, for 8 
A: in, 


1 

ſin, we loſt the favour and image of God and a right to im- 
mortality; by juſtification, through Chriſt, they are all re- 
gained. Nor would leſs qualify thoſe for glory who die in 
their infancy ; nor prepare the living for perſonal obedience; 
nor render the diſobedient condemnable. And, agreeably 
to this, it is ſaid, that the Gentiles did by nature the things 
contained in the law. By that nature which was conſequent 
on being delivered from Original Sin, they comported, in 
point of practice, with the Lord's moral commands. And 
this, I judge, is the natural ſtate. of all men. To which, by 
ſome, is oppoſed this paſſage: By nature the children of awrath. 
Now this reſpects the Jews and Gentiles mentioned in the 
eceding part of the chapter. The Gentiles, St. Paul ſays, 
d awalked according to the courſe of this world, according to 
the prince of the power of the air; and the Jews had fulfilled 
the _ of the fleſh and of the mind: and were by nature 
the children of wrath, even as others, that is, as the Gen- 


tiles. Now this ſtate of nature cannot be that by which the 


Gentiles did the things contained in the law. Rather, that 
nature, by a wrong uſe of their free-agency in walking ac- 
cording to the courſe of this world, &c. was i and, 
thereby they became the children of wrath. And this judg- 
ment is ſupported by the Apoſtle hiniſelf, where he mentions 


both the cauſe and the conſequence; what they did, and the © 


effect of it. And you hath he quickened who were dead in 
tre/paſſes and fins, v 1. Treſpaſſes and fins were the cauſe, 
and death the conſequence. Now death, it is certain, ſig- 
nifies condemnation, inaſmuch as all who fin are condemned 
to die an eternal death. And it is equally certain, that con- 
demnation and wrath are the ſame; for the wrath of God ts 
revealed from heaven again all ungodline/s and unrighteou/- 
neſs of men, And as treſpaſſes and / ny committed by them- 
ſelves, were the cauſe of this death, condemnation or wrath, 
by nature the children o wrath cannot ſignify the ſtate in 
which they were born, but the condition into which they had 
brought themſelves by their actual diſobedience. And which, 
being contrary to their quickened condition, ſtiled, in the 
ſcripture, a ſtate of grace, is, by way of oppoſition, called 
a ſtate of nature. And this, 1 judge, is all that is to be 
underſtood by it. This then affords no proof of minds ori- 
Sinally depraved. : 


Iv 


I mall 


fin in this. But who that looks at 


earth, Had corrupted ; 


wie have ſeen, is nothing to the purpoſe. 


(15 J. 

I ſhall now brieflly touch ſome other paſſages which 
have been preſſed into this — e 2 5 [Eds 
And God ſaw that the wickedneſs of man was great onthe 


earth, and that every imagination of the thoughts of his heart 


was only evil continually, Some ſuppoſe they ſee original 
4 Ka ranch part — tho 

chapter, and the 12th verſe in particular, will not ſee other - 
wiſe ; for it is ſaid, all feſ had corrupted his way upon the 
o then they themſelves were the 

cauſe of this corruption; and for which God juſtly puniſhed 


them; which he could not have done, if they had not been 


the cauſe of it. - 


They art all gone out of the! way. This paſſage like the | 


former, . ſpeaks only of what they themſelves had done; for 


if they had not been in the way, they could not have gone 


out of it. oy 8 
I need not multiply places; and, therefore, ſhall con- 
clude with that which 1s —— to be the principal: Be- 
hold I was ſbapen in iniguiiy; and in fin did my mother conceive 
me. For the credit of ſcripture, I cannot ſuppoſe this to 
have any other ſenſe than is in the other paſſages; which, 
if then we under- 
ſtand the being ſhapen in iniquity and conceived in ſin, as 
ſignifying the condition David's mother was in when be was 
ſhapen and conceived ; all is eaſy, and agreeable to other 
parts: of the bible. And, indeed, this receives ſome confir- 


mation from the original word rendered conceive; which, 


according to the margin of our bible, ſignihes to warm me. 
I now leave it to the judgment of unprejudiced perſons to 


conſider, whether the commonly received doctrine of Origi- 


nal Sin, has any place in the bible; and whether it ſhould be 
conſidered as the cauſe of actual fin? And if the one is not, 
and the other ſhould not be; then let all who deal with fin- 
ners Charge them with being the authors of their own evils, 
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both of heart and life: which, ſo far as I can learn, the fcrip- . 


ture always does. This will tend to humble, and to make 
them prize the mercy and grace their on wickedneſs has 
rendered neceſſary for them. | | 1 

I ſhall add a few things reſpecting children. And as juſ- 


tification unto life is come upon all, it is a duty incumbent 


on them to remember their creator in the days of their youth; 


to act as under his eye, 9 to his honour. And although but 
=. | 2 | 
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little of this is ſeen; yet, perhaps, neither the nature of the 
body, nor the condition of the foul, is the proper cauſe of it. 
The air, earth, water and fire, of which the body conſiſts, 
contain neither natural nor moral evil, either as ſimple ingre- 
dients or as a mixed compoſition. Yea, the predominanc 
of one element above another, in different ies, which 
makes them light, or heavy, phlegmatic, or fiery, cauſes no 
real difference, in as much as each conſiſts with a moral prin- 
ciple and practice.— The appetites and ſenſes likewiſe are 
Innocent in themſelves, * 12 their uſe, when rightly uſed. 
Whence then ariſeth the evil of them? This is wholly from 
their miſuſe. And foraſmuch as children are generally un- 
der the government of others, the right or wrong uſe of them, 
depends, in a great degree, on their wiſdom and care. When 
then they are itted to indulge themſelves in eating, 
drinking, ſleeping, &c. it grows into habit, becomes de- 
lightful, and makes a principal part of their care and com- 
fort. And when too much abridged, their appetites are irri- 
tated, and their hearts hurt. A medium then 1s beſt calculated 


for continuance, and for anſwering every profitable purpoſe. 


And in reſpect of their outward ſenſes, much depends on 
a proper reſtraint, To be ignorant of evil, is the eaſieſt way 

being innocent. Children then ſhould be kept both from 
the knowledge and practice of mo thing that tends to at« 
tract and corrupt their hearts, which every kind of play does. 
Now the beginning of this, is the effect of their infant igno- 
rance, independent of their moral diſpoſition; ſor, being 
incapable of judging of the nature and tendency of things; 


that with which they ſooneſt can verſe and become familiar, 


makes the firſt impreſſion on, and gains the earlieſt poſſeſſion 
of their hearts. And although theſe, while in their unac - 
countable condition, are not cauſe of condemnation; yet are 
they the inſtrumental cauſe of moral corruption. The con- 
tracting then ſich habits in early life, is extremely prejudi- 
cial, by giving a bias to the mind, which determines its fu- 
ture proceedings. It is like the wrong ſet of a young tree, 
which grows crooked in conſequence. Hence it is, that, gene- 
rally, evil is ſucceeded with evil ; that this bias prepares them 
for a ſucceſſion of ſimilar things; and that the principal dif- 
ference betwixt their firſt and laſt and intermediate objects of 
purſuit is, their being adapted to different degrees of reaſon 
and ſtates of life. Now is it not highly probable, that all _ 
. a wou 


E #7) 
would be prevented by keeping them ignorant of, or re- 
ſtraining them from, the exerciſe of every diverſion in the 
—— ? And as none who wiſh well to their children, 
will permit them to err at their entrance into life ;. neither 
will they ſet them an evil example. Example is the child's 
alphabet; and, generally, the firſt leſſon it learns. If then 
the parents ſwear, lie, talk nonſenſe, call names, break ſab- 
baths, get drunk, fing fooliſh ſongs, play at cards, go to 
horſe courſes, are proud, paſſionate, &c. how are the children 
to eſcape the contàgion of them ? It is more than probable 
they will imitate them ; and that will render the parents ac- 
countable for their children's ſins, 4 

Another method which tends to moral corruption is, their 


_ dreſs. Indeed, this, like many others, is become a national 


evil. And many parents, to pleaſe themſelves, cloath their 
children with things more for ornament than uſe. This 
warps the mind that way. And hereby in particular, the 
fancy is ſet a- float; and new things, either in the matter, or 
form, or both continually occuring, keep it ſo; for weak as 
children are in reſpect of underſtanding, their eye is eaſily at- 
trated by, and their fancy fired with outfide ornaments ; 
which gradually induce them to affect the beſt things, the moſt 


fanciful colour, and faſhionable form. Hence, their care 


and labour ſoon centre in things which concern their exterior 


only. And that it is prejudicial, is plain from what it pro- 
poly implies. It is a devotion of the mind, time, and ta- 
e 


nts to an excreſcence, a ſomething on the outſide; which 


neceſſarily aſſimulates the ſoul into a ſameneſs, in reſpect of 


idea, diſpoſition, and deſire, with the object of it. In con- 
ſequence of which, it is carried on with more conſtraint, in 
the purſuit of it. And, as an unhappy effect, the converſa- 
tion becomes deeply tinctured with, and turns chiefly upon, 
the article of dels This ſhews the hold it has taken of the 
heart; for out of the abundance of it, the mouth ſpeaketh, 

Neither is the method of religious inſtruction better calcu- 


lated to co-operate with the grace of God, to make them prac- 
tically pious. Vea, rather, as managed by moſt, it has, 1 


fear, a contrary effect. And, as an inſtance of this, whether 
teaching them forms of prayer, to be repeated at certain 


times, the meaning of which they know not, is not to teach 


them to ſpeak without knowledge, and, in effect, to-mock 
the Moſt High? And as hereby they contract a habit of ſenſeleſly 
| ſupplicating 
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ſupplicating the Lord; it is ſubſtituted in the place of pray- 
ing according to their condition. And early prejudices ha- 
i ving a prevailing influence in forming future life; that, I 
þ judge, is one reaſon why ſo many afterwards pray like par- 

I rots, and to no better purpoſe. And it ſeems to be the ſame 
$ in reſpect of all other means, whether public or private, where 
the letter and not the ſenſe of them is taught; for as hereby 
they do not diſtinguiſh the form from the power, nor the 
means from the end, but confound them together, or put the 
one for the other ; ſo prayers are ſaid, ſermons heard, facra- 
ments received, ſcriptures. read, &c. with the ſame ſpirit 
with which' they ſwear, lie, get drunk, whore, play at cards, 
| : and do any other evil. 'Thus they reconcile religion and every 
. ſort of fin together; concluding that they are religious, be- 

| . 

. cauſe they uſe the means of it. 
Now theſe and other things of a . correſpondent kind, fo 
F corrupt the minds of moſt, that, by the time their reaſon 
3 renders them capable of converſing with the works and word 
] of God; of comprehending his nature and attributes; and of 
| diſcerning. good and evil, and the ends for which they were 

Y | born; they have contracted habits - which ſet their hearts 
| againſt ſpiritual, and for temporal things. That they are 
\þ us ſet, is certain; and that theſe are the cauſe, is highly 


= DES 


* 


probable. For what attachment would any have to things 
with which they had no acquaintance, or never converſed? 


| 
| ne. or „ 
| take it for granted then, that cuſtom is one grand cauſe 
| of human corruption; and that children by being accuſtomed 
| to.converſe _—__ idle and evil things, contract habits which 
| become fixed principles, and thereby render it as difficult for 
| them to. ceaſe from ſin, as for an Etheopian to change his 
ſein.—Of what concernment then is it to prevent thoſe habits 
by keeping them from the occaſion. of them! Surely of the 
greateſt to every child of man | 7 
10 | But they muſt not be reſtrained only, but inſtructed alſo. 
| 4 In particular, they muſt be taught the nature of the new- co- 
it venant, viz. That in the begianing God made Adam the 
= head of the human race; and ordained, that what was done 
Wi by him as their repreſentative, . ſhould be done by them; 
and, therefore, by the ofence of one judgment came upon all 
nian to condemnation. But that neither the fin, nor the guilt af it 
might continue, he ordained his ſon Jeſus Chriſt to ot the 
7 f mediator 
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mediator of the new covenant, to deliver them from both; 
and fo by the righteouſneſs of one, the free gift came upon 

all men to juſtification of 3 good effect of which is, 
that grace is given unto all. But notwithſtanding that this 
grace, as a moral principle, is a proper preparation for re- 
ligious performances; yet to aſſiſt their reaſon in compre- 
hending their duty, and to exerciſe their moral powers on 
proper objects, they muſt be taught the uſe of it. The doc- 
trine of God's perpetual preſence muſt be inculcated upon 
them, to aſſiſt their minds in judging of his nature, and 
manner of exiſting, that they may know his eye is continually 
upon them. This will tend to make them advert to, and en- 
tertain awful apprehenſions of him. And to encreaſe the 
number of neceſſary ideas, his wiſdom, greatneſs, and good- 
neſs, as manifeſted in the wonderful works of creation and 
providence, muſt be pointed out. Moreover, to provoke 
them: to jealouſy over themſelves, they ſhould be ſhewn, that 
they are accountable to God for their conduR, and that as he 
knows every thought, word, and work, they will be judged 
according to them. This will give them right notions of his 
holineſs and juſtice. His mercy too muſt be manifeſted ; that, 
in caſe they offend, they may know how to find forgiveneſs. To 
which purpoſe; the extent of the new covenant mult be ſignified 
to them, viz. that Jeſus Chriſt died as well for actual as for 
Original Sin ; therefore, if they repent, and by faith ap- 
propriate the benefit of his death to themſelves, they will be 
doned. And that they may know the neceſſity of, and 

exerciſed in, prayer; their wants, not only of merc 
when they have done amiſs, but alſo of grace, the help of the 
Holy Ghoſt in duties .and difficulties, muſt be diſcovered. 


In a word, they ſhould be taught both what to believe and 
do, in all that concerns them. EGO | 
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